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Faculty Research

Faculty Research

* New faculty at Sheridan College are given the opportunity to complete a
research project that connects the college with the community.

* The purpose of this research project was
to bring together professionalism and
advocacy to provide students with the
opportunity to strengthen their emerging
professional identities within a dynamic
culture of change within the School of
Education.

Faculty Engagement

O Create a space for faculty (both full time and part time) to go
for information to educate themselves as well as to use in the
classroom with students.

Q  Partnership with faculty member Alison Gaston who created the
ECE Café to establish an online Community of Practice for
faculty members.
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Faculty Research
Student Engagement

Q Student Bethany Grady, entering fourth year, Bachelor of Early

current knowledge transfer and a space for discussion among
students.

identified as critical for creating and sustaining interest in
advocacy and professional activities.
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Childhood Leadership program is a key informant to this project.
Q The students’ virtual ECE lounge was identified as a vehicle for

0 The need for a real network in addition to a virtual network was

Faculty Research

Outcomes

* This project supports faculty to cultivate and We Can Do l!
sustain a vibrant professional community in g
which students thrive as emerging professionals,

confident in their sense of agency. Increased
involvement in current professional activism
increases Sheridan’s profile and reputation as a

provider of quality pre-service training for ECEs.
Sheridan [ #....

udent Advocacy

Bethany Grady,
Student Researcher
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Student Perspective
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Advocacy Thr Course Work
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Advocacy Through Mentorship

= Empowerment and Confidence

= Professional Identity

= Sense of Agency
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Strengthening Advocacy Engagement
Moving Forward

= Flexibility in course work #mfi;\x::m ‘5\

. Advocate4ECE
= Faculty engagement and mentorship

= Advocacy as a core skill of ECE students
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Supporting Students’
Undergraduate Research

Maher Ghalayini, Ed.D,
Associate Dean, Sheridan College
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Graduate and Undergraduate Researc|

Undergraduate Research

What is the Difference?

= Atresearch universities, there is an expectation that professors will conduct
research to produce knowledge. Much of the work relates to the specific
interest of the faculty member in aligning with understood academic freedom.

= Funding for research is usually dependent on successful grant submissions to
provincial and federal agencies.
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= For faculty teaching at the undergraduate level, the roles of
professor and researcher are quite distinct. Additionally,
undergrad students experience this lack of research integration in
their learning and simply report on research work of others (Keast,
Macfarlane & Riddell, 2012).
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Defining Undergraduate Research

= Defined in a publication of the Council on Undergraduate Research (July 2000),
undergraduate research is defined as a student-faculty collaboration to
examine, create and share new knowledge or works in ways commensurate
with practices in the discipline (Pg 1). The definition is context specific as...

* “Different academic disciplines view and do research differently. In some
disciplines, other terms besides research, namely scholarship and creative
activity, are much preferred in representing what faculty members do to
advance the knowledge-base and add to the developments in their field.”

Defining Undergraduate Research

= Hakim (2000) further describes undergraduate research as:

« “.an academic endeavor that complements and enhances the
effectiveness of classroom learning. It is an active participation by faculty
and students in the creation, discovery and examination of knowledge
through various methods of inquiry and analysis, as established by the
respective disciplines. “ (Hakim, pg. 187).
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= Undergraduate research should be incorporated into the
curriculum at an early stage of the students program to
develop the students ability to understand what research is
all about (Krause, Arkoudis & McCullouch 2008).
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Building a Culture of Research

= Ensurethe is set to support research:
+ Software infrastructure (SPSS, NVIVO)
Student and faculty support services in conducting undergrad research

Encourage student engagement

Recognize and celebrate contributions

Determine an optimal balance between teaching and research in a college environment

Allow for p pportunities related to g how to complete and mentor
undergraduate students in research activities

Create a portfolio system allowing for the display of undergraduate research work completed by faculty
Incorporate undergraduate research student work in the students e-portfolios as a showcase of learning
Allocate internal funds to allow faculty the ability to engage in conferences and present their findings
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Building a Culture of Research

= Embed research into programming
« Current capstone courses exist in a number of degrees
* Include research activities in specific discipline courses by
aligning the learning outcomes with the learning activities
associated with addressing a specific research question
(Keast, Macfarlane & Riddell, 2012)

Sheridan |

References

= Hakim, Toufic M. (2000). How To Develop and Administer Institutional
Undergraduate Research Programs. Publication of the Council on
Undergraduate Research.

= Krause, K., Arkoudis, S., & McCulloch, R. (2008). The teaching research nexus:
A guide for academics and policy makers in higher education.

Sheridan | ... -




