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Building a 
powerful

organization
to speak up for 

Younger Canada
@gensqueeze



CANADA’S
ECONOMY HAS
DOUBLED
SINCE 1976

AN EXTRA
$35,000

PER HOUSEHOLD

@gensqueeze
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$46,680 (1976-1980)

$42,480 (2006-2010)

30%
67%

$16,000
$23,000

$202,794
$382,513

BUT DESPITE THIS GROWTH THE DECK IS NOW
STACKED AGAINST YOUNG CANADIANS

BUT DESPITE THIS GROWTH THE DECK IS NOW
STACKED AGAINST YOUNG CANADIANS
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EARNINGS
FOR AGE 25-34
ARE DOWN



THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF WEALTH FOR CANADIANS 50+ IS NOW 
THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF DEBT FOR YOUNGER CANADIANS

$202,794
1976

$382,513
2013
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minus 
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Age 55-64Age under 35
Change in home owner net wealth & debt, since 1977 - 2012

Age 35-44 Age 65+
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$41,490
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$164,685
2012
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$11,768
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1977



YOUNG CANADIANS HAVE TO SAVE UP TO
3 TIMES LONGER FOR A 20% DOWN PAYMENT



$202,794
1976

$382,513
2013
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1976-1980
Interest Rates

10.32%-13.36%
Paid on 80% of Average 

home value
$1,479

Average monthly mortgage

$1,615
Average monthly mortgage

2006-2010
Interest Rates
4.80%-6.81%

Paid on 80% of Average 
home value
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YOUNG CANADIANS WORK AN EXTRA MONTH PER YEAR TO PAY 
THE MORTGAGE ,  EVEN AT RECORD LOW INTEREST RATES



Up $1,020 to
$66,140

Postpone, Abandon Family 
Aspirations

Female LFP,  %
Age 25-44
1976: 54%
2013: 83%

YOUNG WOMEN (UNDER 45) ARE WORKING MORE, 
BUT HOUSEHOLDS TRADING TIME AT HOME FOR LITTLE MONEY
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THE SQUEEZE TIGHTENS WHEN STARTING A FAMILY
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GENERATIONS RAISING YOUNG KIDS
ARE SQUEEZED FOR…

@gensqueeze
Copyright 2014.  No reproduction without permission



Canadians 50+ adapt 
individually for their  kids:  
helping with post-secondar y 
costs,  letting them live at home 
longer,  etc.
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Governments use additional 
prosperity to adapt for others. 
Governments use additional 
prosperity to adapt for others. 



But continue down paths that 
leave less for younger 

generations

But continue down paths that 
leave less for younger 

generations



$88b
$53b

$21.1b $21.6b

$82b

$141b
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CANADA HAS PRIORITIZED POLICY
IN PREPARATION FOR AGING POPULATION



Pension Income Credit $232

Medical Care $12,758

CPP/QPP $8,942

Old Age Security $7,694

RPP Subsidies $4,033
RRSP Subsidies $3,181

Tax Breaks – Housing $613
Age Tax Credit $595

Recreation & Culture $487
Pension Income Splitting $296

Other

$2,635 Grade 1-12

$2,337 Medical Care

$2,241 Post-secondary

$535 CCTB/NCBS

$487 Recreation & Culture

$472 Employment Insurance

$354 Tax Breaks – Housing

$303 Child Care, Kids Under 6

$234 Other Childrens’ Tax Credits

$215 Workers’ Comp

$160 Parental Leave

$141 UCCB

Other

UNDER AGE 45OVER AGE 65

$38,000
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$12,000



$15b
GEN SQUEEZE

WITH YOUNG KIDS
DEFENSE POLICE, PRISON,

JUSTICE, ETC.
TRANSPORTATION

TELECOM,
ELEMENTARY & 

SECONDARY

WITH POST-
SECONDARY

$21b
$29b $32b

$51b

$98b

$20b
INDUSTRIAL DEVEL.. 

RESOURCE 
CONVSERVATION
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$15b
GEN SQUEEZE

WITH YOUNG KIDS
EXTRA INTEREST

ON DEBT
RETIREMENT

INCOME
MEDICAL

CARE
ANNUAL TAX CUT

SINCE 2000

$26b

$123b $146b

$82b
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WE CAN
CHANGE THIS

@gensqueeze



BETTER
GENERATIONAL 

DEAL
@gensqueeze



ADAPT POLICY
FOR GEN SQUEEZE AS WE DO 

FOR RETIREES
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@gensqueeze

A BETTER GENERATIONAL DEAL
inc ludes a NEW DEAL for FAMILIES



$50,000 CAN

@gensqueeze



~$38,000 -
$45,000

~$12,000

@gensqueeze

BETTER DEAL STARTS WITH NARROWING THE 
GENERATIONAL SPENDING GAP ONLY SLIGHTLY



~$12,000
+~$1,000

BETTER DEAL STARTS WITH NARROWING THE 
GENERATIONAL SPENDING GAP ONLY SLIGHTLY
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~$38,000 -
$45,000



~$12,000

FEDERAL & PROVINCIAL BUDGETS 2014/15 vs 2013/14

@gensqueeze

+$628

$69

Added $11 billion in Revenue

Cut $9 billion in non-social spending

Of this $20 billion, $15 billion to reduce deficits

$5 billion to social spending

~$38,000 -
$45,000



~$12,000

FEDERAL & PROVINCIAL BUDGETS 2014/15 vs 2013/14
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+$628

$69

$-559

*2 years = $1,118
PAY for New Deal for Families

No gov’t thinking 
this way

Premiers’ Task 
Force on Aging

~$38,000 -
$45,000
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~$45,000

~$12,000

PEOPLE POWER EXERCISED EFFECTIVELY 
SHAPES THE GENERATIONAL SPENDING GAP



A CARP for Younger Canada
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A Canada that Works for 
All Generations

Financial
Self-sufficiency

Achieves
Policy Victories

Make Lifestyle
Choices

Pay Member
Dues???

Provide Referral
Revenue

ProvideInforms

Organizing
Model

Cause
Member
Benefits

Corporate
Partners

Allies
Allies
PLUS

BECOME
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Total Membership



$0

$2,000,000

$4,000,000

$6,000,000

$8,000,000

$10,000,000

Apr 1 2015
Year 1

Apr 1 2016
Year 2

Apr 1 2017
Year 3

Apr 1 2018
Year 4

Apr 1 2019
Year 5
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Social Impact team of 25 
includes 16 REGIONAL ORGANIZERS

plus 21 Benefits Unit Staff
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In-Kind Volunteerism



Ridings with close races
Higher proportion of young 
people

Plus mobilize Canadians 50+
for a better deal for their kids 
and grandchildren





CROWDSCROWDS



Organizing TeamsOrganizing Teams



Leadership DevelopmentLeadership Development



That’s how we’ll pursue a 
New Deal for Families 

in the World of Politics



In pursuit of our mission,
we’ll be changed for the better!



…We’ll feel better equipped to 
provide for our family &

ourselves…



…We’ll have newfound confidence 
in our abilities to influence 
elected officials…



…We’ll be focused 
on achieving 

real prosperity, 
not just growth 

for growth’s sake…



We’ll feel less isolated…



possibly spending less on stuff…



…so we spend more time with 
family and friends.



A Canada that works for 
ALL GENERATIONS



gensqueeze.ca
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